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PACEMAKERS: Free State premier Ace Magashule (left) and SABC presenter Peter Ndoro at the business briefing. Picture: Maryna 
van Wyk 

Maryna van Wyk 

The government as well as the people of South Africa must invest in the future and the only way to 

accomplish this is through addressing youth related issues such as education and job creation. 

Speaking at a business briefing presented by The New Age, SABC2 and Eskom, the Free State 

Premier, Ace Magashule, said youth development and other investments such as the infrastructural 

programmes will, however, take time. 

Magashule said since he came to power in 2009, the Free State government prioritised education, 

health, increasing crime levels as well as community and rural development. 

“The first thing we did was to appoint 161 temporary teachers on a permanent basis in several rural 

towns. We as provincial government do not believe in sitting in our offices,” he said. 

He emphasised the Free State government’s bursary programme which has resulted in the 

maintenance and allocation of bursaries to approximately 6000 students in the period 2009 to 2012. 

“A total of 150 students are on their way to study medicine in Cuba,” he said. 

Magashule said one of the main objectives of his government was to focus on incomplete RDP 

houses in the province with a programme of rehabilitation already under way. “We must recover these 

contractors who did not complete their projects. They should be arrested. 

“Our focus with the renovation of houses is in small towns. The communities must feel they live in a 

caring society. We want to be like Soweto with their tarred roads and all,” he said. 



 
“The nationally driven infrastructural programmes in the province cover a wide spectrum which 

include the township revitalisation programme. Various programmes are being undertaken in town 

such as Cornelia, Batho, Jagersfontein, Paul Roux, Jacobsdal, Oranjeville, Kroonstad, Henneman 

and Vanstadensrus. Our Operation Hlasela service delivery methodology, brings together the 

resources of three spheres of government and the private sector to maximise the impact of 

government programmes,” he said. 

Indeed there have been challenges, Magashule said. He referred to the recent report of the auditor-

general on the financial state of municipalities and said there was nothing wrong with cadre 

deployment as well as digging up “old graves” to bring back the necessary skills in the financial 

departments of municipalities. 

“Several chartered accountants were recruited and we also managed to keep the services of retired 

AG, Ben van Niekerk,” he said. Magashule said an enormous challenge to teach the new generation 

respect for the elderly, which should be done at home, still lies ahead. “You cannot be born yesterday 

and try to lecture the President of the country. It does not make sense,” he said, referring to expelled 

ANCYL leader Julius Malema. 

Magashule said his wish for the province was to build a non-racial society. During a question and 

answer session with the guests and television viewers of the SABC Morning Live programme, 

Magashule said he believed the tendering process should be phased to stamp out corruption. “We 

must build houses through the Department of Public Works and the establishment of co-operatives,” 

he said. 

[Source:  www.thenewage.co.za] 


